
Oral Health Professionals
Education in Europe

PRISMA¹ & Arksey & O’Malley² 
methodological frameworks for 
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4 themesemerged
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Reporting of OHP education in Europe is 
limited

Limited knowledge on how education is 
implemented and delivered

Greater need for comprehensive 
educationally driven programme level data 
on OHP education across Europe.
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Oral Health Professionals Future OHP’s require
Stakeholder consensus:
• Harmonization of education across Europe
• Reporting of education across Europe
• Ability to meet local population needs
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Most commonly published in
Dental Education Journals

Programme-level data
Lack of data on educational strategies and principles

Discipline-level data
Greater focus on educational practice, rather than political drivers

Postgraduate education and CPD
Most described the current state at a discipline level

Other OHP education
Majority of the data concerns dental hygienist education 2019
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Oral Health Professionals 

• Dentists
• Dental Hygienists
• Dental Therapists
• Dental Nurses
• Clinical Dental Technicians

Oral Health Professionals
(OHP) include:
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As a regulated profession, Dentists with a 
recognised European qualification, have the 
right to work across any EU member state. 

However, there is a lack of knowledge 
regarding the provision of Dental (and wider 

OHP) education across Europe

DIRECTIVE 2005/36/EC on the 
recognition of professional 

qualifications

Citizens within the EU have the 
fundamental right to move, live, study 

and work within member states

EU Citizens Oral Health Professionals
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